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Trade Volume between Germany and the Arab world 
2016 to 2025 in billion €

»Ghorfa is considered, to many of us in the Arab and worldwide, a 
major resource in providing information that open avenues between 
German and Arab enterprises. Credit is given to the Board of direc-
tors for their guidance and the hard work exerted by the rest of the 
team. Over the years, Ghorfa has facilitated and arranged events that 
brought together our two worlds into a successful relationship.«
Shiekh Khaled Juffali | Chairman of Juffali Group & Chairman of the Saudi German Business Council
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The trade exchange between Germany and the Arab world 
reached over EUR 62.3 billion in 2025, recording an increase 
of 8.02% compared to the year 2024. These excellent relations 
are exemplified by the fact that the Arab private sector and 
sovereign funds have invested more than 120 billion into the 
German economy, while more than 20,000 German and Arab 
Companies are actively engaged in the Arab-German Busi-
ness relations.  

Germany is the largest economy in Europe and the third 
largest economy in the world. Thanks to its central location, 
excellent business climate, stability of the legal and political 
framework and the highly skilled workforce, Germany is a 
perfect hub for companies entering the European market. 
Around 4 million registered companies in the country con-
tribute to the success of the German economy. More than 
80,000 foreign companies are active in the country and pro-
vide employment to over three million people. 

This diverse business climate and the stable macroeconom-
ic environment make Germany an attractive business loca-
tion and offers plenty of profitable business opportunities to 
foreign investors. According to figures from international fi-
nance resources, Germany ranks among the world’s leading 
countries for Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).  

German enterprises have established themselves as highly 
competitive global leaders in international business, making 
them reliable and future-oriented partners for successful joint 
venture projects worldwide. These enterprises are at the fore-
front of developing new and innovative technologies, driv-
ing global progress and change. The quality of products and 
services labelled ‘made in Germany’ are recognized for their 
excellence and exported all over the world. German expertise 
inspires many companies and institutions worldwide.

Germany’s strong commitment to innovation continues 
to be reflected in its high level of research and development 
(R&D) investment. In 2024, Germany’s total R&D expendi-

Olaf Hoffmann
President

Abdulaziz Al-Mikhlafi
Secretary General

Preface
ture reached approximately €137 billion, confirming its posi-
tion as Europe’s leading R&D investor. The private sector re-
mains the dominant contributor, accounting for around 67% 
of total R&D spending, while the remaining share is financed 
by public institutions and higher education. In terms of in-
tensity, Germany’s R&D expenditure corresponds to around 
3.1–3.2% of GDP in recent years, placing it among the top 
innovation-driven economies globally.

Many of the industrial goods made in Germany deploy 
cutting-edge technology and are produced using digitized In-
dustrie 4.0 processes, which have become increasingly wide-
spread across the manufacturing sector, enhancing prosperity.

Companies from the Arab world and Germany find a trust-
worthy partner in the Ghorfa Arab-German Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. We pave the way for business re-
lations to flourish. To our members and the wider Arab and 
German business community, we offer a comprehensive 
range of services. Our focus is to enhance networking, offer 
consultancy, as well as provide information.

The quick access to decision-makers in Germany and the 
Arab world offers our members direct, reliable and efficient 
personal networks of short distances.

We cordially invite you to join our exclusive network of 
high-level professionals and business leaders within the Arab 
-German business community.

Preface
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The Ghorfa Arab-German Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry is the competence centre for business relations 
between Germany and the Arab world. For 50 years, we 
have been successfully promoting business cooperation 
between German and Arab companies. We advise and 
support German and Arab companies in the develop-
ment and expansion of their respective business.

If you are an arab company planning to start a business 
relationship with a German company or a vice versa, but 
have no experience with the business climate and culture 
in either region, then we are your first point of contact. 
Our services include keeping you up-to-date with mar-
ket developments and investment opportunities, as well 
as acquainting you with cultural customs and crucial de-
tails to ensure a smooth business transaction.

If you have already developed prosperous business rela-
tionships, but seek to broaden your horizons and enter 
new areas, our services can assist you by connecting you 
with the appropriate contacts and providing guidance on 
organizing and implementing your plans.

If you have difficulties with your activities on site or if 
you need advocacy and support, then we are at your side.

Based on our invaluable heritage and our ambitious com-
mitment, we provide a powerful network consisting of both 
institutional and entrepreneurial decision-makers from 
Arab countries and Germany. As a registered chamber in 
Germany, we work hand in hand with German chambers, 
industrial associations, and government institutions at a fed-
eral and state level. On the Arab side, we also maintain close 
relationships with industrial and business institutions, min-
istries, embassies, and chambers of commerce and industry.

Who we are

Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Katherina Reiche, with Olaf Hoffmann, 
President of Ghorfa and Chairman of Dorsch Global, as well as Abdulaziz Al-
Mikhlafi, Secretary General of Ghorfa, at the 28th Arab-German Business Forum 
in Berlin, May 2025

» The Ghorfa Arab-German Chamber of Commerce & Industry has become 
a bridge for promoting business relations between Germany and Arab coun-
tries. Businesses from both sides find a reliable partner in this leading cham-
ber, which plays a vital role in providing quick access to industrial and political 
decision-makers in Germany and the Arab World. We are delighted that there 
are close relations between the Qatar Chamber and Ghorfa in facilitating trade 
between Qatari and German businessmen.«
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Jassim Bin Mohammad Al Thani | Chairman of Qatar Chamber, Ghorfa‘s 1st Vice President 
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Founded on the initiative of Arab decision-makers and 
interested German business circles, the Ghorfa Ar-
ab-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry e.V. is 
the representative of all Arab chambers of commerce and 
industry in the Federal Republic of Germany. Its regis-
tration as a non-profit organisation took place on the 8th 
of December 1976 at the district court in Bonn. Since 
the 1st of August 2000, the Ghorfa is headquartered in 
Berlin.

As an integral part of the global network of Arab Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry and Arab-Internation-
al Joint Chambers, the Ghorfa operates closely with the 
Union of Arab Chambers, the umbrella organisation for 
all Arab Chambers of Commerce and Industry.

The three main bodies of the Chamber – the General As-
sembly, Board of Directors, and Executive Board – work 
on a collective basis for their members’ interests and 
help promote Arab-German business relations. Not only 
are major German and Arab enterprises members of the 
Chamber; numerous small and medium sized enterprises 
complete the top-class network. The General Assembly 
gives all members the possibility to actively shape the 
activities of the Chamber. The Board of Directors and 
the Executive Board equally consist of German and Arab 
members. This guarantees balance and mutual trust. Al-
most all presidents of the Arab Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry are represented in the board of directors 
and are personally committed to bringing forward the 
interests and goals of the Chamber. Arab ambassadors 
support the activities of the Ghorfa as board members 
or honorary members. According to the statutes of the 

Ghorfa Structure

Executive Board and Board of Members Meeting, 2025
 

Ghorfa, the President of the Chamber is a German citi-
zen, while the Secretary General, who is responsible for 
the management of the Ghorfa, must be of Arab origin.

The quality of the Ghorfa’s contact network is guaran-
teed by its umbrella organisation, the Union of Arab 
Chambers and the Arab League, its close connection to 
the Arab embassies and chambers of commerce and in-
dustry, but also due to its top-class member network. 
Currently, the Ghorfa’s members include over 500 Ger-
man and Arab companies that actively shape the activi-
ties of the Chamber.
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The Ghorfa pursues non-profit goals to enhance and strengthen business relations between Germany and the Arab world 
in the fields of trade, industry, finance, and investment. Strategic partnerships, based on mutual benefit and understanding, 
create new business opportunities that facilitate economic benefits for both sides. These partnerships are facilitated by the 
Ghorfa’s close connection to German political, institutional and entrepreneurial decision-makers. This well-established 
network will help member companies find the right business opportunities and partners.

Our Network

Partnership
Union of Arab Chambers
The Arab Chambers of Commerce and Industry
The Arab League and its related economic organi-
sations
The Arab embassies in Germany
Related governmental institutions and relevant 
business industries and associations in the Arab 
world

German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs 
and Energy (BMWE)
German Federal Foreign Office
German Federal Ministry of Education and Re-
search (BMBF)
German Federal Ministry for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (BMZ)
German Federal Ministry of Health (BGM)
Local governments of the German federal states

Association of the German Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (DIHK)
Federation of German Industries (BDI)
Northern Africa / Middle East Initiative of German 
Business (NMI)
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusamme-
narbeit (GIZ)
iMOVE – Competence for International Cooperation 
in Vocational Training and Education
Federal Association for Information Technology, 
Telecommunications and New Media (BITKOM)
Didacta – the Association of the German Education 
Industry
Various associations for business and trade
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Ministerial Cooperation

Cooperation (e.g.)

»Ghorfa has established itself as a cornerstone of Arab-German business relations, playing 
a unique and enduring role in bringing together leaders, decision makers, institutions, and 
businesses across the Arab world and Germany. Through its wide range of activities, Ghorfa 
goes beyond business exchange by facilitating sustainable partnerships, building trust, fos-
tering dialogue, and creating lasting business relationships grounded in mutual respect and 
shared interests. As Ghorfa’s Honorary President, I remain deeply convinced of its contin-
ued commitment, especially in these challenging times, to connecting markets, empower-
ing businesses, and strengthening business ties between Germany and the Arab world.«
Dr. Thomas Bach | Honorary President of Ghorfa
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What we want

At Ghorfa, we strive to achieve our ideal objectives by fo-
cusing on three central pillars - networking, information, and 
consulting. Our aim is to bring Arab and German business 
partners together, provide them with current business op-
portunities and market developments, and foster long-term 
relationships through regular meetings, vibrant dialogue, and 
comprehensive reporting on the latest developments in both 
regions. Our ultimate goal and driving force is to facilitate 
strong and sustainable partnerships.

With the aim of sustainable economic development and mu-
tual success, Ghorfa also advises and supports its German and 
Arab member companies.

Our Secretary General, Abdulaziz Al-Mikhlafi, was awarded 
the Federal Cross of Merit by the German Federal President 

in 2016 for his extraordinary services in fostering Arab-Ger-
man business cooperation.

Ghorfa’s business delegation to the Federation of Saudi Chambers in Riyadh
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Our core tasks are in the areas of networking, information, 
and consulting. We promote cross-sector cooperation be-
tween the Federal Republic of Germany and the Arab coun-
tries in the areas of trade, industry, finance, investments, 
economic development, and intercultural exchange.

With top-class events, delegation trips, intercultural sem-
inars, informative publications and current reports from 
the Arab world and Germany, we create the best possible 
framework conditions for our member companies for their 
economic activities in Germany and the Arab countries.
 
Tailored to the specific needs and wishes of a small and me-
dium-sized company or a large corporation, we advise and 
support our members in the establishment and expansion 
of cross-border business relationships. We provide useful 
information and competent advice, provide new impulses 
and connect you with other member companies.

What we do

Visit of His Excellency Khalid A. Al-Falih, Saudi Minister of Investment in the 
framework of the Executive Board and Board of Members Meeting, 2024

Signing of the contract to establish the Administrative Capital Water Company in 
the presence of H.E. Dr. Mostafa Madbouly, Prime Minister of Egypt.

Ghorfa delegation meets Ahmed Al-Sharaa, President of Syria, at the Presidential 
Palace in Damascus, October 2025 
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“Business is all about personal connections”
Personal relationships play a crucial role in cultures and 
are considered the main driver of successful business part-
nerships. Therefore, establishing a connection and getting 
to know each other is the pivotal first step towards build-
ing a sustainable and prosperous business cooperation.

Flagship Events

The Ghorfa hosts annual conferences and forums on dif-
ferent industry sectors such as business, health, energy, 
sports, and education, to bring together Arab and German 
professionals from respective branches. These events pro-
vide a professional setting for analysing and discussing 
possibilities for business expansion and serve as a place 
to debate future trends in the Arab world and Germany.  

NETWORKING

Arab-German Business Forum 

The Arab-German Business Forum has become the 
most important platform for the initiation and pro-
motion of promising business opportunities between 
German and Arab business partners. More than 600 
high-ranking business leaders and political deci-
sion-makers from the Arab world, Germany and Eu-
rope participate in this annual conference. The Ghor-
fa has been organising this distinguished event since 
1998 in cooperation with the Union of Arab Chambers 
and the Association of German Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry, under the patronage of the Ger-
man Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Cli-
mate Action.

Diplomatic Talk: Bridging Societies: Visions for Sustainable Arab-German  
Economic Cooperation at the 28th Arab-German Business Forum, 2025

At the official opening of the 28th Arab-German Business Forum in Berlin: 
German Minister H.E. Katherina Reiche and Egyptian Minister H.E. Eng. Hassan 
El‑Khatib, with ambassadors and Ghorfa leadership
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Arab-German Energy Forum 

In order to further cooperation between German and 
Arab business partners in the energy sector, the Ghorfa 
organises the Arab-German Energy Forum. The event is 
the most important information and networking plat-
form to promote and strengthen Arab-German business 
relationships in the energy sector. 

Arab-German Health Forum 

To exchange ideas, expand networks and further promote 
the cooperation between German and Arab partners in 
the health industry, the Ghorfa organises the Arab-Ger-
man Health Forum together with top-class partners 
from Germany and the Arab world every year.

Arab-German Education and Vocational Training Forum 

In order to promote cooperation between German and 
Arab business partners in the education and vocational 
training sector, the Ghorfa organises the Arab-German 
Education and Vocational Training Forum. 

14th Arab-German Energy Forum in collaboration with Siemens Energy and the 
Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Abu Dhabi, UAE 

16th Arab-German Health Forum 

President Olaf Hoffman, Secretary General Abdulaziz Al-Mikhlafi, Chairman of 
the FDP Parliamentary Group, H.E. Christian Dürr, Minister of Economy of the 
Sultanate of Oman, H.E. Dr. Said Mohammed Al-Saqri, at the 27th Arab-German 
Business Forum, 2024.
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“The success of our members is our success” 
The Ghorfa has proven to be an important and effective 
link between business partners from the Arab world and 
Germany. The Chamber actively promotes and strength-
ens business relationships built on trust and transpar-
ency among its member companies, in order to establish 
member-to-member business, and also to promote mem-
ber services and products to a wider business communi-
ty. With the help of its high-ranking network in Germa-
ny and the Arab world, the Ghorfa ensures quick access 
to political and economic decision-makers and enhances 
the cross-border activities of its members. 
To this end, the Ghorfa also organises delegation visits, 
roadshows, numerous country-specific events, ad-hoc con-
ferences on arising topics, as well as B2B meetings and 
working groups.  

Trade Fairs 

Germany’s location at the heart of the European Union – 
one of the world’s largest internal markets with a popula-
tion close to 500 million – is the ideal venue for trade fairs 
and exhibitions. Around two thirds of all industry branch-
es hold their leading international trade fairs in Germany. 
With its expertise and experience, the Ghorfa assists its 
members in selecting suitable trade fairs. The Ghorfa’s all-
round assistance ensures that its members’ presence at the 
trade fair is successful and attracts the attention of poten-
tial business partners. The Ghorfa arranges for its mem-
bers, exhibition booths, and deals with various administra-
tive tasks required to facilitate attendance.

Delegation Visits and Roadshows 

Delegation visits enable the participants to get into direct 
contact with decision-makers and high-profile representa-
tives of governing bodies and the private sector, and allows 

Additional offers
for initial market monitoring. To explore promising oppor-
tunities and to open up new markets or expand existing 
ones in the region, the Ghorfa regularly organises delega-
tion visits for business people from both sides. The service 
portfolio of the Ghorfa also includes the organisation and 
execution of roadshows for Arab and German companies 
and institutions. Roadshows are an important tool to show-
case the business potential first-hand to interested parties. 

Webinars 

The transition to a digital society has accelerated in re-
cent years. In response, the Ghorfa has expanded its ser-
vice portfolio by offering seminars and webinars. These 
events enable our Chamber to inform, exchange ideas, and 
promote business cooperation between Germany and the 
Arab world. By featuring knowledgeable and high-ranking 
speakers, participants gain valuable first-hand information.
 

A high-level economic roundtable in Berlin during the visit of Syrian President 
Ahmed Al-Sharaa at the Federal Foreign Office



  12  /

Economic Report and Newsletter 

The monthly report in Arabic provides relevant information 
about current economic topics and developments in Germany. 
The monthly newsletter in German informs about economic 
developments in the Arab countries. Both publications cover a 
wide range of topics from basic information to in-depth anal-
yses and provide Ghorfa’s members with exclusive firsthand 
information. 

“Knowledge is power”
A constant flow of valuable information ensures that Ghorfa members are up to date on relevant economic and industrial 
developments, growing markets, investment opportunities, and legal issues in both Germany and the Arab countries. 
The Ghorfa provides its members regularly with updated business intelligence, monthly economic background reports, 
the quarterly published business magazine SOUQ, and annually released publications on different sectors and countries. 
Being informed comprehensively at an early date about new projects, business trends, and developments before others is 
an advantage enjoyed exclusively by Ghorfa members.

The numerous Ghorfa publications provide a valuable platform for member companies to both present themselves 
to a broad readership in Germany and Arab countries, and also to increase their standing within the Arab-German 
business community. The Ghorfa initiates and publishes essential reference books, which inform about economic 
development trends in different industries.

INFORMATION

Website

Up-to-date information about economic develop-
ments in Germany and the Arab world, as well as 
relevant events and activities of the Arab-German 
business community can be found on the website: 
www.ghorfa.de
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Die GCC-Staaten sehen sich der größten Bedrohung für ihre 
wirtschaftliche Sicherheit und ihre Energiestrategie seit ihrer 
Gründung gegenüber. Die wirtschaftlichen Folgen des Krieges 
der USA und Israels gegen den Iran sind schwerwiegend. Wie 
unterschiedliche Quellen, z. B. das italienische Institut für inter-
nationale Politik ISPI, der Middle East Council on Global Affairs 
und der German Marshall Fund of the USA, aktuell analysieren, 
hat der Krieg der USA und Israels gegen den Iran die größte 
Störung der weltweiten Öl- und Flüssigerdgasversorgung in der 
jüngeren Geschichte verursacht. Unmittelbar vor Kriegsbeginn 
am 28. Februar flossen rund 20 Prozent des weltweiten Öls und 
20 Prozent des weltweit exportierten LNG durch die Straße von 
Hormus. Seitdem ist der Verkehr auf etwa 5 Prozent des norma-
len Niveaus gesunken. 

Selbst wenn der Seeverkehr wieder aufgenommen werden wird, 
ist mit einer schwierigen und langwierigen Erholung zu rech-
nen. Die Ölförderung lässt sich nicht einfach wieder hochfahren. 
Die Bohrlöcher wurden stillgelegt, und bei der Beladung von 
Tankern müssen zunächst die Lagerbestände abgebaut, dann auf 
raffinierte Produkte umgestellt und die Ölförderung schrittwei-
se wieder aufgenommen werden. Eine Rückkehr zu den Export-
niveaus der Vorkriegszeit oder zu normalen Energieeinnahmen 
wird Monate dauern. Für Exporteure ohne Zugang zu Pipelines 
wird die Unterbrechung besonders langwierig sein. Für Saudi-
Arabien und die VAE war die Möglichkeit, weiterhin Rohöl über 
die Ost-West-Pipeline bzw. die Habshan-Fujairah-Pipeline zu 
exportieren, eine wichtige Lebensader, die ihnen Einnahmequel-
len und ein gewisses Maß an Widerstandsfähigkeit sicherte. Die-
se Infrastrukturinvestitionen haben sich mehr als gelohnt, sind 
aber auch nicht immun gegen Risiken. Nach dem iranischen An-
griff vom 18. März auf die LNG-Anlage Ras Laffan in Katar, die 
die größte ihrer Art weltweit verkörpert, sind die Exporte Katars 
praktisch zum Erliegen gekommen. Selbst unter optimistischen 
Annahmen könnte die Exportkapazität drei bis fünf Jahre lang 
mindestens 17 Prozent unter dem Vorkriegsniveau bleiben. 

Trotz der jüngsten Erfolge bei den Bemühungen um eine wirt-
schaftliche Diversifizierung spielen die Einnahmen des Kohlen-
wasserstoffsektors und seine Dynamik weiterhin eine zentrale 
Rolle für die makroökonomische Stabilität der Golfstaaten. 
Der Schock greift aber auch auf die Nicht-Kohlenwasserstoff-
Bereiche über. Was diese Wirtschaftstätigkeit betrifft, schätzen 
German Marshall Fund und das ISPI ein, dass die Auswirkun-
gen innerhalb des GCC unterschiedlich ausfallen, wobei die 
VAE die stärksten Einbußen bei den Tourismuseinnahmen und 
im Einzelhandel verzeichnen werden. Der Tourismus- und der 
Luftfahrtsektor im GCC dürften Belastungen erleben, die mit 
denen der COVID-19-Pandemie vergleichbar sind. Die Ver-
luste im regionalen Tourismusbereich wurden bis zum 20. Tag 
des Konflikts bereits auf über 12 Mrd.US- Dollar geschätzt. Für 

Neuausrichtung der Wirtschaftsstrategie  
der GCC-Staaten infolge des Iran-Krieges

Ghorfa Arab-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry e.V.

Newsletter 
Wirtschaftsnachrichten — Termine           

Saudi-Arabien ist dies ein besonders ungünstiger Zeitpunkt, da 
der Tourismus im Jahr 2024 41 Milliarden US-Dollar einbrachte 
und damit erstmals die Einnahmen aus dem Export von petro-
chemischen Erzeugnissen, die bei 39,7 Mrd. US-Dollar lagen, 
übertraf. In den VAE stehen Logistik, Handelsfinanzierung und 
Konnektivität, die die Säulen ihres Wirtschaftsmodells bilden, 
unter zunehmendem Druck. Das Ausmaß dieses Rückgangs ist 
enorm. So wurden allein in Dubai in der ersten Kriegswoche 
mehr als 80 000 Hotelbuchungen storniert. Nach Angaben des 
Middle East Council on Global Affairs ist Bahrain bereits von 
einem Rückgang des Tourismus betroffen, da Saudi-Arabien sein 
inländisches Angebot ausgebaut hat. Dadurch könnten Bahrains 
Tourismuseinnahmen in der Erholungsphase nach dem Krieg 
weiter unter Druck geraten. Im Transportsektor verzeichnen die 
Fluggesellschaften am Golf bereits Verluste. Auch Häfen und 
Logistik sind selbst in Oman negativ betroffen, wo es zu mehre-
ren Angriffen auf die Häfen von Salalah und Duqm gekommen 
ist. Dies zeigt, dass die „Visions-Projekte“ in den GCC-Staaten – 
vom Tourismus bis hin zu Technologiezentren – auf unbestimm-
te Zeit ins Stocken geraten.

Bei Konzentration auf die kurzfristigen Schockrisiken kann aber 
nicht übersehen werden, dass die GCC-Staaten in den letzten 
zehn Jahren einige der widerstandsfähigsten und zukunftsori-
entiertesten Volkswirtschaften aufgebaut haben. In den Ländern 
des GCC wurden jahrelang umfangreiche Investitionen in die 
Infrastruktur getätigt, die Volkswirtschaften diversifiziert und 
die Städte als globale Zentren für Investitionen, Tourismus und 
Handel positioniert. 

Es ist davon auszugehen, dass in den GCC-Staaten die Regierun-
gen auf die Unsicherheit nicht mit einem Rückzug aus Reformen 
reagieren, sondern diese vielmehr beschleunigen werden. Staats-
fonds könnten ihre Investitionen im Inland erhöhen, während 
internationale Investoren die geopolitischen Risiken vorüberge-
hend neu bewerten.

Inhalt
Ausbau der Verkehrsinfrastruktur in Tunesien

Erhöhte Öl- und Gasaktivitäten in Nordafrika

Syriens Staatsbudget für 2026 verabschiedet

Kuwait plant beträchtliche Investitionsausgaben

Länderreport Marokko

Nachrichten

Termine 
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S. 9

S. 10
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Business Guides 

These Business Guides serve as in-
formative reference books and give 
an excellent overview of economic 
trends, developments and potential 
within the most important indus-
trial sectors of various Arab coun-
tries. In addition, they also provide 
valuable information on market 
entry and the legal framework in 
the respective countries.

Business Magazine SOUQ 

The bilingual business magazine 
SOUQ attains a wide readership 
in Germany as well as in the Arab 
countries and reports on business 
trends in both Germany and the 
Arab countries on a quarterly ba-
sis. It reports about trends, devel-
opments, and the most important 
economic topics in Germany and the 
Arab world.

Distribution of Publications

Our publications reach a high-calibre and wide-ranging readership: distribution at all Ghorfa Forums, different dele-
gations and country events in Germany and in the Arab countries, Arab embassies in Germany and German embas-
sies in the Arab countries, as well as partners, ministries, institutions, universities and multipliers in the Arab world. 
In addition, approximately 15,000 copies are sent digitally to our partners, members, institutions and all Arab cham-
bers of commerce. The reach of all Arab chambers of commerce consists of about 20 million Arab member companies.

Information
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مجلة غرفة التجارة والصناعة العربية الألمانية
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SOUQّالســــوق

Diversifizierung in 
einer dynamischen 
Weltwirtschaft

Katar

Dr. Fayiz Khouri, Botschafter 
des Haschemitischen 
Königreichs Jordanien

Exklusiv-Interview
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Arab-German Business Directory

The Business Directory is the most 
important reference book for Ar-
ab-German business relations. The 
publication provides valuable insight 
into cross-border activities. Contact 
profiles of the most important com-
panies active in Arab-German busi-
ness relations make it easy to es-
tablish new contacts and to provide 
information about numerous enter-
prises operating in each country and 
their respective fields of activity. 

Sector Specific Publications 

The objective of these books is 
to shed light on groundbreaking 
projects of Arab-German coopera-
tion in different industrial sectors. 
These include areas such as health-
care, education, construction, ener-
gy, and consulting. The publications 
contain project reports written by 
major German and Arab compa-
nies, illustrating the intensification 
and amplification of Arab-German 
business relations. 

www.ghorfa.de

Arab -German
Business Directory 2021/2022

www.ghorfa.de

Oman  
Business Guide

Oman  
Wirtschaftshandbuch

www.ghorfa.de

Arab-German Yearbook
Construction, Energy, Water and Consulting 
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Working Groups

The Ghorfa regularly organises working groups with 
high-ranking German and Arab participants from business, 
politics, and administration. The groups are designed to 
focus on different topics in order to cover the wide range 
of economically promising future industries in the Arab 
countries. These include education and vocational training, 
energy and water, health, construction, infrastructure, and 
transportation, as well as investment and know-how trans-
fer. The working groups aim to create a dynamic network of 
experts that exchange information on market opportunities 
for service providers and companies in the various sectors 
of the Arab countries. In addition, the jointly developed 
concepts and ideas are taken into account for our future 
activities, publications, and events. 

Intercultural Consulting

German business etiquette differs from Arab customs and 
habits. Different cultural backgrounds may interfere with 
the successful realisation of projects. The competent mul-
tilingual Ghorfa team gives advice on intercultural issues 
and helps to understand how to deal with potential business 
partners. The Ghorfa team offers seminars on intercultural 
business practices and negotiation processes with business-

CONSULTING

es, as well as the importance of detailed contracts or judicial 
safeguards. The chamber also informs members on legal 
framework conditions in regard to taxes or commercial and 
investment law.

“Taking the right decisions”
Germany is known for its exceptionally diversified economy with a great variety of products and highly specialised 
enterprises. The Ghorfa helps its members to find their way through a multitude of competing services and products. 
The Ghorfa’s support, together with their comprehensive business intelligence and detailed information on market 
players and products, provides its members with a valuable information advantage over other market participants.
The member companies of the Ghorfa are organised in sector-specific working groups that build up a dynamic net-
work of professionals. Their know-how is always at disposal and ensures that projects are brought to a successful 
conclusion.

A delegation of Arab Ambassadors of the Arab Countries at the “South West-
phalia Goes Middle East” event at the IHK Conference Centre in Siegen, 2024.

Exclusive Business Meeting marking 70 years of German-Tunisian relations, 
bringing together high-level representatives from government, diplomacy, and 
industry
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Business Enquiries 

Individual enquiries regarding know-how or the supply of 
materials and equipment can be processed quickly thanks 
to the Ghorfa’s excellent database containing 15,000 rel-
evant contacts sorted by branches. The Ghorfa provides 
advice and guidance through the multitude of offers and 
competing products and provides relevant background in-
formation. Due to numerous enquiries the Ghorfa can con-
nect its members efficiently and can provide matchmaking 
at every level. 

Reference and Mediation 

With 50 years of significant expertise, impeccable services 
and professional competence, the Ghorfa has established 
an excellent reputation built on a solid foundation. Mem-
bership in the Ghorfa can therefore be used as a reliable 
reference point in the establishment of business contacts 
with potential partners. Membership stands for sustaina-
ble cooperation on an equal basis and represents a serious 
cross-border engagement. 

Furthermore, the Ghorfa can help by resolving disputes 
between Arab and German business parties by finding an 
alternative resolution through mediation and arbitration. 

Commercial Documents 

On behalf of the Arab embassies, the Ghorfa takes on the 
service of commercial documents and contracts under the 
regulations of the individual countries.

General Assembly Meeting

This annual meeting offers Arab and German members an 
excellent platform to exchange or establish business con-
tacts. Members use the General Assembly to take an ac-
tive role in designing the services of the Chamber and to 
discuss relevant matters and important issues concerning 
Arab-German business relations.

Special Round table on Empowering Women and Fostering Young Business Leaders at the 27th Arab-German Business Forum, 2024.
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Cooperation with Ministries and Public Institutions

The Ghorfa realises projects in Arab countries in partner-
ship with several German federal ministries. The Ghorfa 
uses its expertise and network consisting of ministries and 
chambers of commerce and industry in Arab countries to 
expand Arab-German economic relations together with the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy 
(BMWE). In programs with the Federal Ministry for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the Ghorfa 
promotes sustainable private sector development in Arab 
countries through capacity building and know-how trans-
fer. 

»Ghorfa has an unparalleled record in fostering collaboration between 
German and Middle Eastern business leaders. Siemens benefits from 
being a part of this network, as well as participating in the broader 
dialogue that helps deepen the ties between Germany and the Middle 
East.«
Helmut von Struve | CEO of Siemens in the Middle East

First German-Mauritanian Business Forum, Mauritania 2025

High-Level Jordan-Germany Investment Roundtable in Berlin
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Networking
Quick access to economic and political decision-mak-
ers
Connecting with matching business partners
Forwarding business enquiries to relevant recipients 
from a database with over 15,000 contacts
Participation in high-ranking events, conferences and 
further contact platforms
B2B meetings with high-ranking business people 
through events, delegation visits and on special re-
quest
Exclusive member events such as roundtables and 
working groups
Professional all-round assistance for trade fair par-
ticipation

Consulting
General and business related intercultural consulting
Specifying possible business cooperation and evalua-
tion of potential business partners
Facilitate and expand business with promising mar-
kets
Country and branch-specific analysis
Comprehensive and detailed market information
Competent market entry assistance
Mediation and arbitration in cases of business dis-
putes
Advice and guidance through the multitude of offers 
and competing products on the German and Arab 
market
Raising the presence and increasing the visibility 
of Ghorfa member companies in the competitive 
market

Benefits and Advantages of Membership 
at a Glance

Information
Regular reports with relevant information about 
economic and business trends in Germany and the 
Arab countries
Information on the latest economic developments, 
promising markets and sectors, legal and political 
background
Quarterly bilingual business magazine SOUQ, 
providing an overview on cooperation possibilities 
and activities within the Arab-German business 
community
Complimentary copy of our Business Guides, Sector 
Specific Books, as well as the Arab-German Business 
Directory

Public Relations
Commercial documents support
Active participation at events and in publications, 
e.g. speaker slots or publication of content
Contact profile in the Arab-German Business Direc-
tory
Promoting member services and products to a wider 
business community
Special discount on advertisement prices in all pub-
lications
Free member presentation in our SOUQ magazine, 
as a welcoming gesture to present your company
Usage of the Ghorfa logo as a reference

Special Offers
Special pricing and attractive offers provided by co-
operation partners, e.g. airlines, car rental companies, 
limousine service, and hotels
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Members’ Development and Structure

Membership in the Ghorfa is open to all companies and in-
stitutions willing to explore areas of mutual business ben-
efits and to boost trade, investment, industrial cooperation, 
and technology-transfer projects.

The Ghorfa currently has over 500 members and contin-
ues to grow. Members are both major enterprises, as well 
as small and medium-sized companies. Arab ambassadors, 
presidents of Arab Chambers of Commerce and Industry, 
representatives of industry associations and governmental 
bodies complete the high-profile network.

Through exclusive member events, working groups, and 
other networking possibilities such as the annual General 
Assembly Meeting, the Ghorfa offers its members the pos-
sibility to actively interact with each other, address relevant 
issues and to make new valuable contacts to raise business 
opportunities.

Members’ Structure
Architecture and Engineering

Education and Vocational Training

Chemical Industry

Electronics and Electrical Engineering

Energy

Finance

Trade and Consumer Goods Industry

Industrial Equipment and Construction

Communication and Marketing

Food Industry and Agriculture

Medical Technology, Pharmaceuticals and Healthcare

Attorneys-at-Law and Consultants

Software, IT and Security Technologies

Other

Governmental and Economical Institutions, Associations

Tourism

Transport and Logistics

Environment, Water and Climate Technologies

Services

»The chamber provides direct ac-
cess to relevant markets and is well 
known, fully accepted and highly 
regarded in each and every destina-
tion within the Middle East. Ghorfa 
is able to provide direct access to 
ministerial and C-Level delegates on 
short notice hence building strong 
ties with clients, partners and au-
thorities is smooth and key to suc-
cess. «

Moritz Manzel | Co-Founder & Managing Director DFS AS Bahrain
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Members’ Structure
Architecture and Engineering

Education and Vocational Training

Chemical Industry

Electronics and Electrical Engineering

Energy
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Attorneys-at-Law and Consultants
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Tourism

Transport and Logistics

Environment, Water and Climate Technologies

Services

Become a Member

Calculation of Contributions
The General Assembly decides on the amount of the 
membership fee. The annual fee depends on the turno-
ver of the company.

Be a part of the exclusive, high-level network and join the vision of prospering Arab-German business relations. The 
Ghorfa represents the collective interests of respected enterprises that are actively involved in cross-border activities 
and enhances sustainable and long-lasting business partnerships within the Arab-German business community.

The Ghorfa also organises events in Arab countries to provide insights into 
promising regional business opportunities.

Ghorfa events serve as a platform to expand your business network.

Membership Rates
Turnover 				    Fees
Below EUR 5 million p.a. 			  1,000 €
Between EUR 5 – 25 million p.a. 		  1,500 €
Above EUR 25 million p.a. 		  2,400 €

The contribution is to be paid annually in advance. It is 
charged by the remittance of an invoice in the first quarter 
of the year.

Ghorfa as a Reference
Members of the Ghorfa are entitled to use the logo of 
the Ghorfa as a reference. A membership card valid for 
the duration of membership can be sent upon request.

Ghorfa Articles
The Articles of the Chamber can be found online: 
www.ghorfa.de/ar/satzung_ar/
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We invite you to explore the unique business platform provided 

by the Ghorfa Arab-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

Our competent, multilingual, and experienced team will help you 

become more visible and compete successfully within the Arab-

German business sphere.

For more information about the Ghorfa, membership, activities and 

services please contact us.

Contact Us

Ghorfa

Arab-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry e.V

Epiphanienweg 6, D-14059 Berlin, Germany

Office of the Secretary General

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 11 | – 26 | Fax +49 30 27 89 07 – 49

ghorfa@ghorfa.de | admin@ghorfa.de

Membership Services

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 15 | members@ghorfa.de

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 16 | mitglieder@ghorfa.de

Marketing

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 18  | info@ghorfa.de

Country Desks

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 21 | – 23 | ghorfa@ghorfa.de

Events

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 13 | – 14 | events@ghorfa.de

Commercial Document Services

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 24 | – 25 | dokument@ghorfa.de

Press and Design

Phone +49 30 27 89 07 – 20 | – 29 | presse@ghorfa.de
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